
Court to serve 
a copy on both

parties

Joint application

Respondent living in
England, Wales, Scotland or

Northern Ireland 

Usual process

No
acknowledgement

of service filed

All personnel to file acknowledgement of service
within 14 days

 

Respondent intends to
dispute proceedings 

 

‘No fault' divorce and
dissolution process

Statement of irretrievable breakdown
Statement of reconciliation

Application by one party

Respondent living outside
England, Wales, Scotland 

or Northern Ireland 

Applicant to serve within
28 days 

Minimum 20 week
"period of
reflection"

Court to serve application
within 28 days28 days

42 days

Application for
Alternative Form of

Service
63 days

File and service an answer
within 21 days or date when
Alternative Form of Service 

is required 

Application for conditional order20 weeks 

Respondent does not
intend to dispute

proceedings 

Court directions

Application



Application by one party

Serve on other party

Court is satisfied the applicant is entitled to conditional
order 

Court is not satisfied
applicant is entitled to

order 
OR

Court directs next
steps 

Court lists before a judge to pronounce conditional order
on next available date

 

Sole applicant to give
notice of wish to make

conditional order final to
other party with

explanation for delay if
more than 12 months

after conditional order 
 

OR

Joint application for
conditional order to be

made final with explanation
for delay if more than 12
months after conditional

order 

OR

One joint applicant to give 14
days notice to other joint

applicant and file certificate
of service with explanation

for delay if more than 12
months after conditional

order 

Court makes conditional order final 

One joint applicant

Serve on other party

Application for conditional order

For more information or book a consultation contact our family team 
on 020 8301 4884 or family@alettashaw.co.uk


